
Papal Endorsements – Apostleship of Prayer

• St. Pius X – Believed in the power of the prayer of children and young people as members of the Apostleship of 
Prayer, asking them “to receive Holy Communion at Mass every day and pray for peace.” (1914)

• Pope Pius XII – “The practices of the Apostleship of Prayer, taken together, contain the sum total of Christian 
perfection.” (1954)

• St. John XXIII – “Its Members, among the many exercises of piety and charity to which they are accustomed, pray 
above all for the universal Church and especially for the Roman Pontiff.” (1961)

• St. John Paul II – Praises what the Apostleship of Prayer has done in the last 150 years and “encourages the 
Catholic faithful throughout the world to renew their devotion to the Sacred Heart by deepening their 
understanding of the Apostleship of Prayer and being more generous and zealous Members of this worldwide 
association.” (1994)

• Pope Francis – Elevates the Apostleship of Prayer to a Pontifical Foundation “to emphasize the universal 
character of this mission and to mobilize Catholics through prayer and action, in the face of the challenges 
confronting humanity and the mission of the Church.” (2020)
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