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"Dilexit Nos," translated as “He Loved us”, the latest encyclical by Pope 
Francis, centers on the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the boundless love Christ 
offers humanity. Released during the ongoing Synod on Synodality, this 
encyclical emphasizes the importance of turning back to what the Pope 
describes as the “heart”  of both the Church and individual Christian lives. 
This document commemorates the 350th anniversary of the apparitions of the 
Sacred Heart to St. Margaret Mary Alacoque, reminding Catholics of this 
centuries-old tradition as a source of renewal and hope. Let us now take a 
quick look into the main contents of the 5 chapters of this encyclical. 

 

Chapter 1 

 

The title "Dilexit Nos," meaning "He loved us," reflects Pope Francis's 
meditation on St. Paul's assertion that nothing can separate us from Christ's 
love. In this chapter, he emphasizes the significance of love, represented by 
the Sacred Heart, and urges a return to compassion, mercy, and unity in a 
world increasingly disconnected from these values. He explores the concept 
of "the heart" from both Ancient Greek thought and biblical perspectives, 
arguing that modern society's focus on technology and distraction has led to 
alienation from deeper existential questions like identity and purpose.  Pope 
Francis asserts that true human identity and relationships are rooted in the 
heart, and he advocates for an engagement with our inner selves to foster 



spiritual growth and societal renewal.  Drawing inspiration from Saints 
Ignatius of Loyola  and John Henry Newman, he highlights that genuine 
transformation occurs through experiencing God's love in our hearts, which is 
essential for healing societal fragmentation. Furthermore, he asserts that 
devotion to the Sacred Heart is not just a personal spiritual endeavor but has 
significant social implications, serving as a source of reconciliation and 
peace. The pope concludes that when our hearts align with Christ's, they can 
bring about profound societal change. 

 

Chapter 2 

 

In the second chapter, Pope Francis reflects on the profound love of Christ, 
emphasizing that Jesus' heart symbolizes the essence of the Gospel.  He 
illustrates how Jesus’ actions—comforting the sick, forgiving sinners—
demonstrate God’s personal and compassionate love. The Pope notes Jesus’ 
deep insight into people’s hearts.  Through his humanity, emotions, and 
ultimate sacrifice on the cross, Jesus expresses the deepest form of love. He 
encourages readers to center their lives on this sacrificial love, echoing Saint 
Paul’s declaration of Christ's love. 

 

 

Chapter 3 

 

In Chapter 3, Pope Francis clarifies that devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
is about fostering a deep, personal relationship with Christ himself, not merely 
venerating a religious image. The Sacred Heart represents the boundless love 
of Jesus, which invites believers into an intimate relationship, grounded in 
divine and human love. This devotion, rooted in Trinitarian love, allows us to 
meet Jesus not as an abstract concept but as a living Savior who invites us 



into trust and open dialogue. The pope explains that the Sacred Heart is not 
about focusing on a single part of Jesus but contemplating his entire person 
and love. Francis emphasizes that devotion to the Sacred Heart remains 
relevant, as it counters the increasing secularization of the world. He 
encourages practices like receiving Communion on the first Friday of each 
month and Eucharistic adoration on Thursdays to deepen this devotion. 

 

Chapter 4 

 

In Chapter 4, Pope Francis explores the symbolism of water as a life-giving, 
purifying force, fulfilled through Christ’s pierced heart, which becomes a 
source of love and salvation.  Francis reflects on biblical images of water in 
prophecies from Isaiah, Ezekiel, and Zechariah, where water symbolizes new 
life. In the Gospel of John, Jesus extends the invitation to the thirsty, which 
culminates on the cross as blood and water flow from his side—representing 
the Holy Spirit and eternal life. The Pope traces devotion to the Sacred Heart 
from early Church Fathers to saints like St. Bernard, St. Bonaventure, and St. 
Margaret Mary Alacoque, whose revelations emphasized Jesus’ immense love. 
The Pope emphasizes that devotion to the Sacred Heart isn’t outdated but has 
deep roots in Christian tradition. Saints such as St. Ignatius of Loyola, St. 
Faustina Kowalska, and St. John Paul II saw the Sacred Heart as a path to 
understanding God’s mercy and compassion. Francis concludes by 
encouraging believers to console Christ’s heart in reparation for the sins of the 
world, not out of guilt but to find renewal and peace in God’s love. 

 

Chapter 5 

 

In the final chapter, Pope Francis emphasizes Christ’s intense love for 
humanity, illustrated by the revelations to St. Margaret Mary Alacoque, where 



Christ’s Sacred Heart longs for love but often meets indifference. Francis 
invites the faithful to respond to this divine love, particularly through the 
Eucharist, and to console Christ’s heart by living a life of love and service, 
especially to the marginalized. He highlights that devotion to the Sacred Heart 
transcends personal piety, calling for acts of charity and service to transform 
the world. He reflects on the concept of reparation, which involves addressing 
the harm caused by sin through concrete acts of justice, mercy, and solidarity. 
Reparation, he notes, has social significance and goes beyond mere rituals—
it requires us to repair societal injustices through active love and service. The 
pope stresses the missionary dimension of devotion, where Christians, 
inspired by Christ’s love, share that love with others, building a "civilization of 
love."  Reparation and mission, he explains, are essential to spreading Christ’s 
redemptive love, as Christians work toward a society of justice, peace, and 
fraternity. Pope Francis concludes by encouraging “missionaries who are in 
love” with Christ, eager to share the joy and transformative power of his love 
with the world. 

 

Conclusion 

 

Pope Francis connects the teachings of Laudato Si’ and Fratelli Tutti with 
devotion to the Sacred Heart, showing how an encounter with Christ's love 
empowers us to build fraternity, respect human dignity, and care for our 
shared environment. He critiques a society driven by consumerism and the 
accumulation of wealth, emphasizing that only Christ’s love can free us from 
this cycle and inspire true, selfless love. The Pope calls for the Church to 
renew its focus on Christ’s love, cautioning against rigid   

structures and fanaticism that obscure God’s liberating and joyful love. 
Christ’s unending love, symbolized by his pierced side, continually offers 
renewal and calls believers to build a compassionate and unified community. 
Francis prays for Christ’s Sacred Heart to heal humanity’s wounds, deepen 



our capacity to love and serve, and guide us toward a just, fraternal world. He 
envisions a future unity in Christ’s presence, celebrating a world transformed 
by his love. By challenging a consumer-driven culture and rigid structures 
within the Church, the encyclical offers a fresh, accessible call to cultivate a 
"civilization of love." Dilexit Nos is both a spiritual and practical guide for those 
seeking to build a more just and compassionate world through the 
transformative power of Christ’s love. It is both a spiritual call to intimacy with 
Jesus and a timely reminder that faith must inspire meaningful action in our 
world.  

 

Take care and God bless. 


